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On March 3, 1800, composer Joseph Haydn conducted his oratory Creation in the ceremonial hal! of the Royal Palace. The palace W;l5 destroyed 

several times and rebuilt according to the architeclUralstyle of the time (opposite). The cars of rhe funicular travel up and down from morning 

until night. Although antique in look, the replica IUnicular C<lrriages today usc electricity inStead of the original steam power (ahove). 

Palace which, ironically, has never 

been occupied by the royal Hungarian 

family. Originally constructed in the 

middle of rhe ] 3th century, the palace 

has been razed and reconstructed 

numerous times. Completely gutted 

during World War II, today the 

complex of buildings hosts several 

dis ti ngu ished ins ri (U ti 0 ns-the 

Hungarian National Gallery, 

Budapest History Museum, 

National Szechenyi Library, and 

the Ludwig Museum. 

Opposite the Royal Palace and 

Szent Gyorgy Square is Fisherman's 

Wharf, a large lookout terrace rhat 

offers dramatic views of Pest across 

, 

the river. Follow the steps down to the 

narrow streets of Buda, passing old­

Fashioned pastry shops, reStaurants, and 

small wurist stores lining the 

cobblestone streets. Nestled among 

them is Ruszwurm, the oldest 

continually operating cafe in the city. 
This tiny coffeehouse dates back to the 

1820s and irs original furnishings are 

s{ ill imaCt. 

While enjoying your stroll on Castle 

Hill, you may not have realized that 

you have been walking atop 6 miles of 

underground caves. Joined together by 
rhe Turks for military use, today the 

caves serve as a perfeCt opening for 

tOurisr operators to lure visirors down 

into the mazes below. Exploring this 

underground grono is a grear family 

activity that children will certainly 

enjoy. (Tip: If you decide to tour 

the underground caves, choose the 

Budapest Labyrinth over the Labirinrus 

which is somewhat outdated.) 

PEST 
On the eastern side of the Danube 

is Pest, the commercial and govern­

mental center of the city. You'd be 

hard-pressed to miss the Hungarian 

National Parliament Building, a 

grandiose struccure t11at lies along the 

banks of the Danube Rivet. 

Resembling the British Parliament 



Home to roughly 20,000 people- including a young and influential community of arristS-Szenrendre is bordered by the Danube River 

and the Pilis Mountains. The town's museums and galleries are more than any visitor can see in a day's nip. 

Castle district as the most heavily 

visited area in all of Hungary. 

During the summer, boats operate 

between Budapest's mooring pOS[ 

Vigado ter and Szemendre. The [Own 

has a wealth of museums and galleries, 

but they often are overlooked in lieu of 

the numerous shopping opporrunities. 

A shorr bus ride from the center 

of the city is the world's un ique total­

itarian theme park. After the fall of the 

communist regime in Hungary in 

1989, many prominem statues and 

monuments throughout the city wete 

removed and transported to th is Mve­

acre piece of land outside the 'city to 

form Statue Park. The only such 

monument collection of its kind from 

the communist era, the statues of 

Lenin, Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, 

and local Hungarian communist 

leaders are displayed here. Although 

there is not much more to do than 

wander around and glance at the 

monuments, the park provides a 

val uable insigh tin to the propaganda 

and beliefs of the communist era. 

It is open every day of the year from 

10:00 a.m. until sunset. 

With its stunning views, incredible 

architecture, and rich cultural heritage, 

Budapest has deservingly earned its 

reputation as a must-see European city 

for couples and families alike. A visit 

to the city at any time during the year 

is breathtaking. It will Slltely be on 

YOut top-ten list of most memorable 

destinations in Europe. + 

TRAVELER'S FAST FACTS 

• The distance between 
Frederick and Budapest is 
4,546 miles. 

.• Travel time from BWI to 
Budapest is about 13.5 hours 
(with a layover i aud. 
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