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The Jewish community of Bratislava recently opened a memorial to Rabbi Sofer, also
known as Chatam Sofer by the many Orthodox Jews, who venerate his memory and
come to Bratislava to pray at his grave and pay their respects. (Trivia fans may also be
interested to know that Chatam Sofer was featured on a 1995 Slovak stamp, issued just
two years after the country gained its independence.)

The cruise's leisurely pace offered time to admire the bucolic scenery along the Danube.
The forested banks rolled by, sometimes broken by sandy beaches where children
splashed and frolicked. Through breaks in the trees, you could occasionally see bikers or
hikers wending their way along paths.

At each stop, Avalon arranges a walking or bus tour, along with some free time or
optional excursions. While time may be limited in small cities like Bratislava and other
towns such as Melk (home of a beautiful hilitop monastery), a fuli day or more is provided
in the main attractions of Vienna and Budapest.

Sometimes, the greatest pleasures of a river cruise are stops in ports that would have
otherwise been passed by. Getting a deal on a basket of fresh strawberries in the
German town of Passau, or sipping fresh peach juice and munching on fresh-from-the-
oven garlic sticks (a better combination than it sounds!) while sitting on a bench
overlooking the Danube in the Austrian town of Diirnstein can be so thoroughly
rewarging.

To plan a trip to Budapest, call the Hungary National Tourist Office at 212-695-1221

or log on to: www.gotohungary.com. To book an Avalon Waterways cruise on the
Danube, call 1-877-797-8791 or see: www.avalonwaterways.com.
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