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noted for their shabby-chic
quirkiness.

At Szimpla Kert, bicycles
were shaped into table bases.

The skeleton of a car became
a booth to seat four. )

The place has two levels and
is huge. The young and hip
pack the house.

For live music, the Cotvinte-
to is the happening hub. }

The grunge-garage-ware-
house facility overpowers a few
dashes of trendy-South Beach
decor, such as moderm-looking
red-light chandeliers.

People danced in front of the
musicians, sipping beer, wine
and cocktails.

But on the rooftop, people
lined up at a keg to get a plastic
cup of beer, a2 la college-party

style.

THE PECGPLE

The Hungarian people can
be described in a word: warm.

They like us, really like us.
And they like our money.

Clerks and servers were rel-
atively courteous. Tipping is
pretty much the same as 1t 1s
here, although a little less is
expected, say 10 percent to 1§
percent.

The city includes such a
hodgepodge of cultures that
Hungarians are used to
tourists.

1 don’t know if it was just
Bill’s friends, or if it's the cul-
ture, but people are generally
nice over there.

That's refreshing consider-
ing the way some cultures view
us brash Americans.

We spent a night in Bill's
friend’s college town of Gyor.

Victor Nagy, an engineering
student, welcomed us into his

The crazy creations were
fueled by magnets, potatoes, air
compression — anything not
made from fossil fuels.

At a birthday party, Bill's
friends tried to include us and
speak as much English as they
could. They seemed interested
in what we thought of
Budapest.

The Hungarian language is
one of the hardest to learn.

Luckily for us, English is
quickly replacing German as a
common second language.

It would be good for tourists
to learn at least one word,
though: Thank you.

The slang for thank you in
Hungarian is “koszi!"

Everyonc says it a lot.

That'e the kind of People
they are.

IFYOU GO

M Overseas flights to Hungary arrive in
Budapest, the country’s capital,

W American travelers can expect to pay
at least $1,300 for a round-trip ticket.
The cheapest airport to depart from is in
Miami.

M The trip takes more than 11 hours.

W Hungary's currency is based on the
forint, As of Wednesday, travelers would
get 155 forints to $L.

M Hotel rates range from $171 a night at
Hotel Gellert, one of the most famous
thermal baths and hotels, to $43 a night
at Attila Hotel.

B Many Hungarians speak English at
least a little, and they will switch over to
it when they realize you're American,

M Tipping is expected, but it's a little bit
less than you give here.

M Taking a taxi around Budapest is not
much mere expensive than the public
buses, trolley buses, trams and under-
ground trains. However, walking is the

One day we made 3 side trip to Slovakia,
the country about two hours northwest of
Hungary.

We visited the mini-White House mansion
of Yince Obsitnik, the U.S. ambassador to
Slovakia.

His permanent hame 1s in Naples, but as
the ambassador he lives in relative lwaury
in Slovakia's caital, Brabislava.

Slovakia seems more Eastern Europe than
Budapest,

Both countries shed communist rule
about 20 years ago, but Slovakia’s capital
beforehand didn't have as many cultural
renaissances with all the beautiful, histori-
cal architecture.

Bland, Communist-bloc concrete buildings
are everywhere. Asis the graffiti.

But over coffee in china cups in the man-
sion's Florida room, Obsitnik told me he
was bom in Slovakia before his family
moved to the US. 3 year in advance of
Naz nule.

Propped on cushy chairs, he and his wife
Annemarie highlighted the positives of
Slovakia,

“The arts are much more readily avail-
able here," Annemarie Obsitnik said,
*Bustoads of people come from Yienna
toseeit”

The arts lover can find something almost
every day of the week with the afford-
able plethora af opera houses, ballet
companies and cancert halls, they said.
0id Town is the historic center of
Bratislava.

“It's like a small Prague,” Vince Obsitnik
said.

The Tatra Mountains up north are fike the
Swiss Alps, but not s high. In those
regions tourists can find 17th century
wooden-log churches and town squares
dating back to the Middle Ages.

The country is known for ice hockey and
hunting pheasant, deer and wild baar.
One of the best parts about Slovakia is
its close progimity ta so many other

home with smiles. best when possible. coutiies
He invited us to watch an “smﬂﬁ THE u S )
. . oade “It's 35 minutes to Yienna, and Prague is
ditervalive 2uto, Face DI cam AMBASSADOR TO SLOVAKIA three hours away.” Victor Obsitnik said.

pus in which he had two vehi-
cles.
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