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flat Pest sits to the east 
The Sztkhenyi Chain Bridge 

was the flIst permanent bridge 

• See BUDAPEST E5 
across the Danube, joining the 
two sides. Tills cultural land­
m:lrk W:lS originally built in 1849 
before Nazi dynamite destroyed 
it in World War li. 

The bridge reopened 100 
ye<U"S later to become the glow­
ing nighttime beacon it is today. 

Heroes' Squu~ in City Park is 
an awe-inspiring must-see. The 
square was built in 1896 to com­
memorate the l,OOOth armiver­
sary of the arrival of Hungarians 
in the Carpathian Basin. 

All the great Hungarian 
rulers of the las t 1,000 years line 
atop two semicircles. They are 
huge. 

As I lost myself in the cobble­
stone streets, I !>aW a sobering 
little brass plaque nestled 
among the stones. 

We were in wMr WtlS once 
the Jewish Ghetto, Bill told us. 

Sprinkled throughout the 
streets were little 6-inch square 
memorials to commemorate 
where a Jew lived before depor­
tation. 

Despite all tIle revelry the 
city has to offer. I was reminded 
the city and country has a histo­
ry of violence, bloodshed and 
political unrest. 

THE OPfRA HOUSE 
The Magyar Allami Opera 

House is a gleaming example of 
all that is good in Budapest 

My mouth was hanging open 
even before I entered the 
grandiose building. 

You don't get any more elab­
or3te than these lobbies, haU­
ways and room~. The red-('ar­
peted stairways would put 
"Gone With the Wind's" Scar­
lett O'Bar;, to sh:une. 

There's :l re3S0n it rules. 
The HungariJn Opera began 

with an international competi­
tion of architects in 1873. Hun­
garian architect Miklo Ybl won. 

And visitors keep reaping the 
rewards. 
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My boyfriend. his buddy Bill 
and I climbed tll the third bal­
cony for the cheap seats ­
which cost an astoundingly 
cheap $2.50 in forints. I got 
dizzy lookinf; down. down. 
down. 

Then I actually gasped. 
Everything is gilded in gold. 

It's like King Midas threw up in 
there. 

Cherubs and buxom women 
loll in ceiling paintings edged 
with cornices and all sorts of 
baroque elements. 

Just to tour.the Opera House 
during the day costs more than 
$15. And that's \,~th no show. 

Oh, yem, the show. 
We saw a ballet of Shake­

speare's "A Midsummer Night's 
Dream" 

And it wa) a drearrL I'm not 
much of:t Em of this particular 
pldy uf the old b!1Id'" Uel.:iXU<ll: 
it's so confusing :rnd [:mciful 
and .:llittle silly, what with a guy 
turning into a donkey and aIL 

But man, oh man. 
When the couples danced, 

tcars filled in my eyes. I was 
leacing forward to get closer to 
th~ beauty. 

The dancing was some of the 
most beautiful, gr:lceful and ath­
letic perionnances I have ever 
seen. 

THE FOOD 
My AAA Europe travel guide 

said it best about Hungarian cui­
sine: "Leave your diets behind." 

Traditional Hungarian food is 
noted for its spices, particularly 
paprik..'l, and for he3vy creams. 

However, Budapest has the 
diverse culinary offerings like 
any big city, such as New York 

The lirst item I ordered in 
Budapest hJd to be something 
traditional, though. 

I ordered a cream soup with a 
garlic' baguette (or less than 
$3.50 in forints at the cafe-bar, 
ApJcub. 

It was thick and creamy and 
so delicious I wanted to lick the 
bowL 

After strolling through the 
musewns and around the mon­
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uments in the Castle District, 
Bill told us the plJce to get pas­
tries and espresso is at 
Ruszwurm Cukraszda. 

I ordered the ruszwurn 
creme, aPU5try £il1cd with myers 
of v<lnilla-bultcr cream. but 
I.:uuh.ln'( IUli;:;b il bc~au;;~ it yy~ 

so dec::Jdenl ::Jl1d fIlling. 
The juices are spectacular, 

unlike bottled water. Even the 
still versions have vestiges of 
bubbly bitterness. 

in typical European fashion, 
the juice bottle sizes are small 
enough to be consumed in 
about two gulps. I tried to slow­
ly savor it. 

The peach juice tasted like 
biting into fruit just plucked 
from a tree. 

Their goulash waS savory 
beyond belief. 

The traditional Hungarian 
soup has stewed meat, onions, 
hot red peppers, garlic, bay leaf, 
thyme and ground caraway 
seeds. 

Then I cooed over lamb 
medallions with pats of herb 
goat cheese. They know their 
goat cheeses. 

We had a traditional home­
cooked meal at Bill's grand­
mother's house. 

She started with sorrel soup 
with dollops of cream. which 
was smooth and vegetable-yo 

We ate paprika chicken 
thighs. beets and galuska. a form 
of pasta. 

They passed around tubes of 
pepper-spice, which added a 
nice zing. 

To top it off. we had madartej. 
a Hungarian dessert with vanil­
la. milk. eggs and sugar. 

TIlE NIGHT UFE 
We hopp~d ~(Q\,l.nd with 

Bilr~ Hungarian friends to all 
kinds of nightspots, from clubs 
.and bars to dives and pubs. 

My No. I re~ommendq.tion is 
the Szimpla Kert, the original 
ruin pub. 

Ruin pubs are this genre of 
bars formed in abandoned, Page 2 of 6 
crumbllnl; buildings. They are 
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noted for their shabby-chic 
quirkiness. 

At Szimpla Kert, bicycles 
were shaped into table bases. 

The skeleton ofa car became 
a booth to seat four. 

The place has two levels and 
is huge. The young and hip 
pack the house. 

For live music, the Cotvirite­
to is the happening hub. 1 

The grunge-garage-ware­
house facility overpowers a few 
dashes of trendy-South Beach 
decor; such as modern-looking 
red-light chandeliers. 

People danced in front of the 
musicians, sipping beer, wine 
and cocktails. 

But on the rooftop, people 
lined up at a keg to get a plastic 
cup of beer, a la college-party 
style. 

THEPEOPU 
The Hungarian people can 

be described in a word: warm. 
They like us, really like us, 

And they like our money. 
Clerks and servers were rel­

atively courteous. Tipping is 
pretty much the same as it is 
here, although a little les,s is 
~xp~ctcd, 5'1y 10 percent to 15 
percent. 

The city includes such a 
hodgepodge of cultures th3t 
Hungarians are used to 
tourists. 

1 don't know if it was jusl 
Bill's friends, or if it's the cuI­
tuIe, but people are generally 
nice over there. 

That's refreshing consider­
ing the way some cultures view 
us brash Americans. 

We spent a night in Bill's 
friend's college town of Gyor. 

Victor Nagy, an engineering 
student, welcomed us inlo his 
home with smiles. 

He invited us to watch an 
alternative auto race on cam· 
pus in which he had two vehi­
cles. 
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The crazy creations were 
fueled by magnets, potatoes, air 
compression - anything not 
made from fossil fuels. 

At a birthday party, Bill's 
friends tried to include us and 
speak as much English as they 
could. They seemed interested 
in what we thought of 
Budapest. 

The Hungarian language is 
one of the hardest to learn. 

Luckily {or us, English is 
quickly replacing German as a 
common second language. 

It would be good {or tourists 
to learn at least one word, 
though: Thank you. 

The slang for thank you in 
HlUlgarian is "koszi!" 

Everyone says it (llo!. 
Th"t'~ tha kind of people 

they arc. 

IFYOU GO 
• Overseas flights 10 Hungary arrive in 
Bud~pest. the country's capital. 
• American travelers canexped to pay 
at ledst $l.300 for 3 round·trip ticket. 
The cheapest airport to depart from is in 
Miami. 
• The trip ta kes more thanII hours. 
• Hungary's currency is based on the 
forint. As of Wednesday, travelers would 
get 155fori nts to $l. 
• HoteJ rates range from $171 a night at 
Hotel Gellert, one of the most famous 
the rmal baths and hotels, to $43 a night 
at Attila Hotel. 
• Many Hungarians speak Engrlsh at 
least a little, and they Will switch over to 
it when they realize you're American. 
• Tipping is expected, but it's a Ii ttle bit 
less than you give here. 
• Taking a taxi around Budapest is not 
much more expensive than the public 
bu 51'S. trolley buses, tra ms and und er­
ground trains. However, walking is the 
best when possible. 

VlsmHG THE U.S. 
AMBASSADOR TO SLOVAKIA 
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One day ~ made aside trip to Slovakia, 
the country about two hours northwest of 
Hungary. 
We visited the mini-White House mansion 
01 Vince Obsitnik, the U.S ambassador to 
Slovakia. 
Hi5 permanent home IS in Naples, but as 
the ambasSildor he Iives in rela live IllXUry 
in Slovakia's cap~al. Bratislava. 
Slovakia seems mole Eastern Europe than 
Budapest. 
Beth counbies shed communist rule 
about 20 years ago, but Slovakia's capital 
beforehand didn't have as many ct.itural 
rena iss.ances with all the be.:3 ut iful, histori­
cal architectu~ 

Bland, Communist'bloc concrete buildings 
are everywhere. A5 is the graffiti. 
But over coffee in chil'lil cups in the man' 
SIOO'S norida room, Obsitnik told me he 
wasborn in SIQVakia befQre his flnlily 
rroved to the U.s. ayear in ad....ance or 
Nazi rule. 
Propped on cushy chairs, he and his wif~ 

Annemarie highlighted the positives of 
Slovakia 
ihe 3ItS are much more readily avail­
able here," Annemarie Obsitnik said, 
"Busloads of people come from Vrenna 
to see it." 
The arts lover can find something aImost 
every day of the week with the ~lford· 

able plethora of opera houses, ballet 
compan ies and concert halls, they sa id. 
Old Town is the historic center of 
Bratislava. 
"It's like a small Prague," Vince Obsitnik 
said. 
The Tatra Mountains up north are like the 
Swiss Alps, but not as high. In those 
regions tourists can find 17th century 
woooen-I09 churches and lown squares 
dating back to the Middle Ages. 
The country is known for ice hockey and 
hunti n9 pheasant, deer and wild boar. 
Oneof the best parts about 510vakia is 
its close proximity to so many other 
countries. 
·It'~ 35 minutes to Vienna, <lnd Prague is 
three hours away." Victor Obsitnik said. 
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